STEPPES OF
HOPE
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twentieth century, here t00 | would be unable to find anythlng more. |
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1 Aleksandr Solzhenrtsyn Russian Wnter and Nobel Laureate A

Interested in seelng things happen’> Want to help people remember God?

' Hrstonc KurskLocated 325 miles south of Moscow, Kursk took the
global center stage'July 1943 in a‘climactic battle of World Wabl|
date the greatest tank battle ever fought. Today, on the edge of the 7

"' great Russian steppes, the Christians of the 'Kursk Oblast wage a gi %+
spiritual campaign to take the revolutionary message of Jesus Chris &
each of the one million inhabitants of an oblast (Ru53|an administrai
region) the size of Belgium.

As a team member you will work alongside young and energetic Russian believers i
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youth. camps. One of the churches we partner with was founded during the Russian
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- hospitality and cuisine. Our team will assist uriforgettable Russian beliévers and Rus
led. ministries to youth and arphans. Ministry activities will include drama, special
demonstrations and music, playing sports with'teens and games W|th chlldren and
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help meet phyS|caI needs.

_ Past teams have helped start ministries: that expanc
and continue to bear fruit years after returning hom
From a base of operat|ons in the C|ty of Kursk the

- team will venture out-daily to various ministry -
locations in remote Russian villages, sometimes
inv‘blving'iong hours of bus fravel to rural viIIages in
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hope to children far from the beaten path from other Western mission teams. Srnce
participation on this team will entail long hours with high physical demands in hot

- weather, this team is not for those not up to the physical rigors. - :

Be assured, your two week journey to Kursk'could very well turn into the adventure
lifetime, but it assuredly will culminate in eternal results and great friends!
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oYour.team provides the catalytic spark t.hat|}
encourage RUssian believeérs: to jump ind to th
fi Rev. Igor Petrov; Russian Pastor )

ol did th_|ngs,' endured things and experi'encé€g
never _could or woul.d havﬁKr’d;,dTnImdusmyrExeeuxivperience
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A Two Week-Journey
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'combined
travels total
nearly 40
trips to the. -
former Soviet
Union since .
1991. They
have led _
h hundreds of Americans to experience
Stiis agvgntuge mfifakh-agdlsengea 5. OK
and know how to train teams in | |
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sigptimize the effectiveness of a shert .
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| term trip. Having worked in Kursk

ofsince 1998 they count many of the
Khebever$ there atnengitBeir Heyrést
friends and cdaborers for the gospel.

~Gary and Carol are the founders and.
directors of Portage Perspectives,
associate staff with Global Aid
Network (GAIN), and served 13 years

| on the-staff of Student Venture (the

high school outreach of Campus
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ordained minister of the gospel
through the
“Evangelical
hf@hurch
Alliance and
an elder of -

BaIIv_vin,
H Missouri, gs
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What will we do on Steppes of Hope?

1 : Work sideby-side with Russian

believers-and serve the egoing

ministry needs of Russian churches.

1 - Communicate the love of God cross

-culturally using a wide variety of

methods and settings. Think young and

high-energy!

1 Conduct entertaining and

evangelistic programs in orphanages for

older children.

1 Help meet special humanitarian and mlnlstry needs.

1 Assist with evangelistic Russian youth camps and help establighiog
youth programs.

1 Work as part of a closknit team of American-students, adults and
interpreters.

1 Experience Russia as few Americans ever have!

'  Build bridges of love for future ministry. =

9 : Learn Russian history, culture -and limited language.

1°  Develop a plan to translate the experience into practical ministry bag
home in America

Destination: Provincial Russta 2 SQf f @g2NJ] Ay GKS
city and surrounding district of Kursk. Currently this area is dealing with
severe economic hardships and disappointment, yet the people .are oper
the gospel and greatly appreciate those wanting to help their children. We

will work alongside Russian churches in assisting their priority evangellslc

and ‘humanitarian-ministry needs. Project brleflng and debriefing will be i
Moscow and Frankfurt, Germany and

will include cultural sites. Travel to

Moscow will be by jet airliner, and

from Mascow will be by train. Travel at

our ministry sites will be by hired bus

and public transport.

Here are the basic qualificationT:he

experience is intense and not for

everyonet the work is hard physically, emotionally and spiritually
demanding, yet very rewarding. All team members must be flexible,
adaptable and teachable, and respond well to authority. You must enjoy

adventure, have a sense of humor and not be easily frustrated by ambiggit

Each team member is expected to:

Understand the ministry of the Holy Spirit
Demonstrate a-consistent walk with God *
. Complete all training and assignments
Have a heart for evangelism
Be a team player
Enjoy working with youth and children
Trust God with the raising of the finances
Be in full agreement with Portage
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conduct
P  Bein good enough physmal condition to’
endure hot days, long bus rides, no air condmonlng many flights of sta|r<
and rigorous play with children
P Abide by all trip policies to ensure team safety and unity
P Be ready to laugh a lot and have a load of fun! It's a great adventure
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Trip DatesThe actual trip is slated for U.S.
departure'on Fridayjuly 18 and be‘back on U.S.
soil on SaturdayAugust 2%.' Mandatory training -
sessions will start in-April and can be completed at
the Portage Perspectives HQ for St. Louis area
teammates or remotely through custom DVDs, e
mails and phone conversations. Participants must
be available for the entire time of the trip.

Trip Cost$3,450 based out of Chicago or St. *
Louis. All inclusive, expect domestijc air (needed if
originating from other-than. St. Louis or Chicago);
passport and Russian visa fees, visa photos and
personal items also not included. (Trip cost also
covers the purchase of Russian Bibles, Christian
literature, and some humanitarian aid.)

Most participants raise their fundmg and we
provide coaching.

$400 Earnest Deposit due with application (counts
towalrd trip costs, fully refunded if not accepted)

K Deadlines:
Early Bird RegistrationApply by February.1, 2008
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Regular Application Deadlinélarch 15
t5ayment Schedul€eTo allow us to pay bills and
fares as they come due, we ask that the followmg
payment schedule be made:
April 1: $1,000 total turned in
‘May 1: $2,000 total turned in
June 1: $3,000 total turned in
June 18: Remaining Payment in Full Due
*Those raising funds will receive helpful materials
and coaching. Donors receive a tax deductible
receipt if checks are made payableRortage
Perspectives. '

U.S. Passport Application Deadlines:
Regular Processing Deadlidarch 15, 2008
Expedited Processing Deadlinapril 15, 2008
(expedite if not applied for by March 15)
Russian Visa Application Deadlinktay 15, 2008
must have valid U.S. passport prior to visa appl.)
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For more information or an application, go to:
WWW. PortagePerspectlves com
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Quesuons’)e -mail:
gary@portageperspectives.com

Or call us: 636.256.0749
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